Swaziland, Africa
Swaziland is a small, landlocked African country of 1.2 million people, surrounded by South Africa to the north, west and south and Mozambique to the east. Nearly 70% of the population is dependent in some way upon agriculture for their living. Economic, social and health challenges have combined to bring Swaziland to the edge of crisis. The country has endured a prolonged economic decline for the past ten years, resulting in the virtual collapse of key industries and agricultural sector
Highest HIV/AIDS Rate In The World
Stark as its economic prospects are, these pale in comparison to the (pandemic) scourge of HIV/AIDS, which has ravaged this tiny kingdom. Swaziland’s HIV/AIDS rate is 43%, the highest in the world. However, private sources believe that the true figure exceeds well over 50%. This epidemic promises untold human misery and suffering for children, families and communities.

Statistics
  HIV/AIDS has gripped the nation, infecting over 43% of the population and could be as high as 50%. 

  Currently, there are 60,000 orphans in Swaziland, and it is predicted to grow to 120,000 by 2010. 

  Average life expectancy is 33 years old. 

  The average age in Swaziland in 18 years old. 

  1 out of 10 households is headed by a child 11 years old or younger. 

  Two-thirds of Swazi’s still live on less than $1 a day.
History of Swaziland:

Present-day Swaziland has been inhabited since the Stone Age. Rock paintings, possibly by the San people, have been found throughout Swaziland. 

During the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, an African people of Nguni descent migrated southward from Central Africa. Eventually, during the mid-eighteenth century, a group of them settled in the area which is now Swaziland. These people, the Nkosi Dlamini, became known as the Swazis, and today both names live on. Nkosi means ‘king’ and Dlamini is the surname of the royal family. The country derives its actual name from a later king, Mswati I but another name, Ngwane, is an alternative word for Swaziland. 

By the middle of the nineteenth century Boers had started to farm land in Swaziland.Following wars between the Boer Republics and the British, Swaziland became a British Protectorate (1902).

Swaziland became an independent country in 1968, led by King Sobhuza the second. His Majesty was a very wise man, who led well. He brought the nation together again, ready to face the next phase in our history.

In 1986 Mswati III became the ruler of the Kingdom of Swaziland, taking on the mantle of his father. 
From Wikipedia:  Bulembu is a small town located in northwestern Hhohho, Swaziland, 10km west of the town of Piggs Peak. It is named after the siswati word for a spider's web. The town of Bulembu is privately owned by a not-for-profit, Bulembu Ministries Swaziland, and is intended to become a place of refuge, providing hope, healing, and sustainable economic growth for the community.
Bulembu operated as a chrysotile mine from 1939 up until 2001. Originally named Havelock Mine, the mine was part of the Turner & Newall Asbestos Group. The mine encountered heavy losses in the late 1980's and subsequently went bankrupt in 1991. The company was liquidated and the assets purchased in 1991 by HVL Asbestos Swd. Ltd. who changed the name of the mine to Bulembu Mine. HVL Asbestos ran the mine until it went into liquidation in 2001. The assets were purchased by Bulembu Development Corporation who sold the town in 2006 to a not-for-profit: Bulembu Ministries Swaziland
UNICEF - Alternative Care for Children without Parental Care

Swaziland has little history with residential care homes for children. When a child lost one, or both parents, the larger family unit, be it aunts and uncles, grandparents or even community members,

took that child in as one of their own to be raised in a family setting that provided care, support and love. Indeed, even as late as the 1990s, there were few institutional options for children without parental care.

That situation changed however, as HIV and AIDS began its hold on Swaziland. As the HIV prevalence rate continues to climb, from 3.9% in 1992 to 39.2% in 2006¹, few family members are left to take in

orphaned or vulnerable children, and many of those that remain are too old, too sick or have resources that are simply stretched to thin to take in another needy child. Today the country is home to 60,000

orphans. That number is expected to double by 2010. That means that more than 10% of the country's population will be orphaned in only three years time. No country has ever experienced this trauma. Not through war, not through drought, not through poverty.

The Swazi Government and its many partners have implemented a number of interventions to protect and care for the needs of children. Among these are Neighbourhood Care Points (NCPs) which offer a hot meal and informal education to children at the community level; the establishment of Child Protection Committees and the training of (meaning “shoulders to cry on”) volunteers to protect

children from abuse and exploitation; the development of the National Plan for Universal Primary Education to extend free primary education to all children no matter their family situation; and the creation of a National Children's Coordinating Unit in the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare to ensure that children are receiving the care and support they need.

In addition, orphanages and other residential care facilities for children were established, some by and with Government support, and others by private individuals or organizations. 16 of 20 resident care facilities are church supported, other s are government run

679 children in residential care facilities in 2007.  Of the total number of children in residential care facilities, 155 are double orphans, 112 are single orphans and 463 are vulnerable. 

http://www.unicef.org/swaziland/sz_publications_2007altcare_.pdf
The Family in South Africa 

The basic unit of South African society is the family, which includes the nuclear family and the extended family or tribe. 

In traditional African society, the tribe is the most important community as it is the equivalent of a nation. The tribe provides both emotional and financial security in much the same way the nuclear family does to white or coloured South Africans.

The coloured and more traditional Afrikaans cultures consider their extended family to be almost as important as their nuclear family, while the English-speaking white community places more emphasis on the nuclear family.

The nuclear family is the ultimate basis of the tribe. The tribal and family units are being disrupted by changes in the economic reorganization of the country

As more people move into the urban areas, they attempt to maintain familial ties, including providing financial support to family members who have remained in the village
http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/resources/global-etiquette/south-africa-country-profile.html
