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Swazi Culture

	By Richard M. Patricks, SNTC. July 2000.
INTRODUCTION
Dancing and singing, including praise-singing, are prominent in Swazi culture. Pottery and carving were minor arts. 
BIRTH
Soon after birth, plants and types of animal fur specific to the child's clan are collected, burnt, and the child is made to inhale the smoke, to promote its well-being. 
MARRIAGE
marriage dowry/"lobola":
Man's family give cattle (usually 15) to bride's family. Sometimes paid in "instalments". 


	traditional wedding/"umtsimba":
Usually on a weekend in dry season (June - August). Bride and her relatives go to groom's homestead on Friday evening. Saturday morning - bridal party sit by nearby river, eat beast (goat/cow) offered by groom's family; afternoon - dance in the groom's homestead. Sunday morning - bride, with her female relatives, stabs ground with a spear in man's cattle kraal, later she is smeared with red ochre. The smearing is the high point of marriage - no woman can be smeared twice. Bride presents gifts to husband and his relatives. 
DEATH
Commoners are buried next to homestead, kings and royals in mountain caves. Funerals are important as means of the extended family meeting from time to time. A month after the funeral they meet again to wash away the contamination of death. 
RELIGION
A supreme God/creator was recognised, but more important were the spirits of ancestors. Beasts were slaughtered and beer was brewed to please (propitiate) the spirits, and ask for help. 
MEDICINE
Traditional healers are still widespread:
inyanga (doctor) heals with home-made medicines;
sangoma (diviner) usually female, communicates with spirits to reveal solutions to problems;
umtsakatsi (witch/wizard) harms or kills people through magic. 
PRAISES
Swazis excel in praise-poetry I praise-singing. Praise-singers compose praises for every king, chief and prominent person. Even bus-conductors shout the praises of their bus. 
SURNAMES
Using a person's surname shows more respect than using their given names. Every surname has an extension or set of praise-names which may be used to greet, thank or bid a person farewell. e.g. "Nkhosi ("Lord/Lady" or "Sir/Madam"), Dlamini (surname), wena wekunene ("you of the right"), wena weluhlanga ("you of the reed"), mlangeni lomuhle ("beautiful one of the sun"), Nkhosi! 
CLOTHING
Boys and men wore loin-skins of selected wild animals. Girls wore grass skirts. A woman with a child wore a cow-skin skirt, and put her hair up in a bun/"bee-hive" hairstyle. A married ("lobola'ed") woman wore a goat-skin apron over her shoulder. 
REGIMENTS
Every man belonged to an age-regiment, for war and tribute labour. Formed by the king about every 5 years. Young men opted to be permanent warriors attached to royal homesteads. Colour of cow-hide shield and other decorations identify the regiment. King calls them out 4 times a year Incwala (January or December), weeding King's sorghum fields (January), harvesting sorghum (May) and threshing sorghum (July). 


Swazi Lifestyle
	The Swazi Homestead - Umuti
The principle Swazi social unit remains the homestead. The traditional beehive hut is thatched with dry grass. In a polygamous homestead, each wife normally has her own huts and yard surrounded by reed fences for privacy. These comprise three structures mainly for sleeping, cooking and storage (brewing beer). In substantial homesteads there will also be structures used as bachelors' quarters and guest accommodation. Central to the traditional homestead is the cattle byre, a circular area enclosed by substantial logs interspaced with branches. The cattle byre has great ritual as well as practical significance as a store of wealth and symbol of prestige. It contains sealed grain pits. Facing the cattle byre is the great hut which is occupied by the mother of the headman. 
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The Headman - Umnumzane
The headman is central to all homestead affairs and he is often polygamous. He leads through example and advises his wives on all social affairs of the home as well as seeing to the larger survival of the family. He also spends time socialising with the young boys, who are ofthen his sons or close relatives, talking about the expectations of growing up and manhood. 
The Sangoma and the Inyanga
The Sangoma is a traditional diviner chosen by the ancestors of that particular family. The training of the Sangoma is called "kwetfwasa". At the end of the training, there is a graduation ceremony where all the local tangoma come together for feasting and dancing. The diviner is consulted for various reasons pertaining to the cause of sickness or even death. His diagnosis is based on "kubhula", a process of communication, through trance, with the natural super-powers. The Inyanga (a medical and pharmaceutical specialist in modern terms) possesses the bone throwing skill ("kushaya ematsambo") used to determine the cause of the sickness. 
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Traditional Food 
Various activities are performed along gender lines, for example, the griding of mealies remains the preserve of women. This is prior to the preparation of Swazi food. 
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sishwala
thick porridge normally served with meat or vegetables
incwancwa
sour porridge made of fermented mealie meal
sitfubi
fresh milk cooked and mixed with mealie meal
siphuphe setindlubu
thick porridge made of mashed groundnuts
emasi etinkhobe temmbila
ground mealies mixed with sour milk
emasi emabele
ground sorghum mixed with sour milk
sidvudvu
porridge made of pumpkin mixed with mealie meal
umncweba
dried uncooked meat (biltong)
umkhunsu
cooked and dried meat
siphuphe semabhontjisi
thick porridge made of mashed beans
tinkhobe
boiled whole maize
umbidvo wetintsanga
cooked pumpkin tops (leaves) mixed with groundnuts
tjwala (umcombotsi)
traditional beer 
Indlamu
It is a Swazi dance which celebrates feminine beauty and virtue. It is performed by unmarried girls dressed only in brief beaded aprons and adornments. It takes the pattern of a beautiful rhythm accompanied by songs with various meanings composed according to the occasions. 
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Sibhaca Dance
The Sibhaca, a foot stamping dance, vigorous in style, is performed by teams of men throughout the country. The rhythm and spectacular physique of the men when performing causes wonder and admiration from the spectators. Sibhaca dance is sometimes performed as a competition or just for fun, depending on the occasion. 
The Swazi Warrior
The warriors dress in gaily patterned cloths (emahiya) with loinskins and anklets, decorated with feathers and beads, carrying a knobkerrie and a traditional shield for defence purposes. In early days the army of warriors were needed to suppress any form of rebellion from conquered tribes, to protect the king and nation from rivals and external attacks. Nowadays they do tasks associated with the incwala ceremony. 
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Some Swazi Words
Sawubona
Hello 
Unjani
How are you 
Ngiyaphila
I am fine 
Ngiyabonga
Thank you 
Wota lapha
Come here 
Sikhulekile ekhaya
A Swazi way of greeting a home as well as asking for permission to enter. 
Sala kahle
Stay well 
Hamba kahle
Go well 



	Succession In Swazi Kingship

By Richard M. Patricks, SNTC. July 2000.
No king can appoint his successor. Swazi customary law regarding succession to kingship states: "inkhosi yinkhosi ngenina" - "a king is king through his mother". When a king is dead, the royal family meets to decide which of his wives shall be "Great Wife" and "iNdlovukazi" (she-elephant I Queen Mother). The son of this "Great Wife" will automatically become the next king. 
To qualify, the "Great Wife" must:
Have only one son.
(An exception was made for Labotsibeni Mdluli, mother of King Bhunu, and grandmother of Sobhuza II. She had three sons, but her character was so strong that the royal council agreed that she must become Ndlovukazi.)
Be of good character, come from a family of good stock
Must NOT be a ritual wife (see below) (i.e. the eldest son is NEVER the heir.)
Must NOT be a Nkhosi-Dlamini. (Unlike other Swazis, Swazi kings may take wives of their own surname. Sobhuza had eleven Dlamini wives.)
The crown prince can only be installed as king after the late king's wives have gone through a mourning period of at least two years. 
A Swazi king's first two wives are chosen for him by the national councillors. These two wives have special functions in rituals, and their sons can never claim kingship.
The first wife must be from the MATSEBULA clan.
The second wife must be from the MOTSA clan.
After that, a king is free to take wives as he pleases. 
Tourist literature often states "The King takes a new wife every year at the Reed Dance." He is NOT obliged to do this, but of course notices girls at the Dance and MAY arrange for a discreet meeting to see if they are suitable, as happened in August 1999. 
King Mswati Ill currently has seven wives, twelve children, and one fiancee (" li-phovela, plural: ema-phovela). 
A Swazi King places his wives in different Royal Villages around the country. 
Sobhuza II's wives and children  Tourist literature often states "100 (or 200) wives and 600 children." However, a list of wives & children compiled by this writer in 1986, shows:
King Sobhuza II (1899 - 1982) married 70 wives, who gave him 210 children between 1920 and 1970 (i.e. three children per wife, on average). About 180 children survived infancy, and ninety seven sons and daughters are alive today (July 2000).  Sobhuza 's grandchildren (list not yet complete): over 1,000. The 
Incwala or Kingship Ceremony
No announcement is made for the date of the public holiday for the main day of the Incwala. It is the fourth day after the full moon nearest the longest day, December 21. Incwala is often given in English as 'first fruits ceremony', but the King's tasting of the new harvest is only one aspect among many in this long pageant. Incwala is best translated as 'Kingship Ceremony' : when there is no king, there is no Incwala. It is high treason for any other person to hold an Incwala. 
Every Swazi may take part in the public parts of the Incwala, especially the climax, the fourth day of the Big Incwala. The key figures are the King, Queen Mother, royal wives and children, the royal governors (indunas), the chiefs, the regiments, and the "bemanti" or 'water people'. 
The Umhlanga or Reed Dance
In an eight day ceremony, girls cut reeds and present them to the queen mother and then dance. (There is no formal competition) It is done in late August or early September. Only childless, unmarried girls can take part. 
The aims of the ceremony are to:
1. preserve giris' chastity
2. provide tribute labour for the Queen mother
3. produce solidarity by working together.
The royal family appoints a commoner maiden to be "induna" (captain) of the girls and she announces over the radio the dates of the ceremony. She will be an expert dancer and knowledgeable on royal protocol. One of the King's daughters will be her counterpart. 
Day 1: The girls gather at the Queen Mothers royal village. Today this is at Ludzidzini, in Sobhuza's time it was at Lobamba. They come in groups from the 200 or so chiefdoms and are registered for security. They are supervised by men, usually four, appointed by each chief. They sleep in the huts of relatives in the royal villages or in the classrooms of the four nearby schools. 
Day 2: The girls are separated into two groups, the older (about 14 to 22 years) and the younger (about 8 to 13). In the afternoon, they march, in their local groups, to the reed-beds, with their supervisors. The older girls often go to Ntondozi (about 30 kilometres) while the younger girls usually go to Bhamsakhe near Malkerns (about 10 kilometres). If the older girls are sent to Mphisi Farm, government will provide lorries for their transport. The girls reach the vicinity of the reeds in darkness, and sleep in government-provided tents I marquees. Formerly the local people would have accommodated them in their homesteads. 
Day 3: The girls cut their reeds, usually about to ten to twenty, using long knives. Each girl ties her reeds into one bundle. Nowadays they use strips of plastic bags for the tying, but those mindful of tradition will still cut grass and plait it into rope
Day 4: In the afternoon the girls set off to return to the Queen Mothers village, carrying their bundles of reeds. Again they return at night. This is done "to show they travelled a long way". 
Day 5: A day of rest where the girls make final preparations to their hair and dancing costumes. 
Day 6: First day of dancing, from about 3 to 5 in the afternoon. The girls drop their reeds outside the Queen Mothers quarters. They move to the arena and dance keeping in their groups and each group singing different songs at the same time. 
Day 7: Second and last day of dancing. The king will be present. 
Day 8: King commands that a number of cattle (perhaps 20-25) be slaughtered for girls. They collect their pieces of meat and can go home. 
Today's Reed Dance is not an ancient ceremony, but developed out of the old "umcwasho" custom. In "umcwasho", all young girls were placed in a female age-regiment. If any girl fell pregnant outside of marriage, her family paid a fine of one cow to the local chief. After a number of years, when the girls had reached a marriageable age, they would perform labour service for the Queen Mother, ending with dancing and feasting. 

Political
Constitutional Review Commission (CRC) of 30 members led by a Prince, has been working on new constitution since 1996.
Swaziland currently has 55 constituencies called "tinkhundla" (singular - "inkhundla").
A. Legislature:
Bi-cameral parliament (since 1967):
House of Assembly (65 members) - 55 elected by secret ballot elections, King appoints 10.
House of Senate (30 members) - 55 elected M.P.s select 10 senators, King appoints 20.
Total number of parliamentarians: 95
Female members: Currently 10 (3 elected, 1 selected, 6 appointed by King)
B. Executive:
King appoints Cabinet:
Prime Ministers (eight Dlaminis since 1967)
Deputy Prime Minister (never a Dlamini)
Ministers (currently 14, including 2 women)
All members of parliament.
Previous Prime Ministers:
1. Prince Makhosini
2. Prince Maphevu
3. Prince Mabandla
4. Prince Bhekimphi
5. Sotja Dlamini
6. Obed Dlamini
7. Prince Mbilini
Current Prime Minister:
Dr. Sibusiso Barnabas Dlamini (B. Comm., B. Chem., Doctorate - honorary) Minister of Finance in 1980s, then IMF in Washington, USA, until recalled by King.
C. Judiciary:
Independent. Hampered (or helped?) by "Non-bailable Offences Act". People accused of serious crimes (treason, murder, rape, armed robbery, car theft and poaching of endangered animals) remain in custody until trial.
High Court: Chief Justice & three judges administer Roman-Dutch law
Magistrates Courts: Roman-Dutch law
Swazi National Courts: smaller offences, with mixture of Roman-Dutch and Swazi customary law
Chiefs' courts: petty cases, chief can fine his subjects, but not give jail sentences.
Social
History
Dlamini family has ruled since around 1750. Swazi territory at its maximum around 1860 was about twice the size of the present kingdom. "Paper conquest" by British and Boers in 1880s. Transvaal ruled Swaziland 1894-1899. Britain ruled from 1902 to independence in 1968. (Flag & parliament established in 1967).
Towns
Hhohho Region
Mbabane Founded in late 1880s by canteen-keeper Mickey Wells. Established as capital by British in 1903. Main street: Allister Miller St., named after Swaziland's most prominent white settler. Allister Miller (1864 - 1951) started "Times of Swaziland" in 1897.

Pigg's Peak Early gold-mining centre, named after Willam Pigg (1831 - 1902), English prospector and miner. He discovered a payable quartz reef in 1884, on a mountain named after him. Today half a dozen disused mines can be visited, plus ore-crushing plant etc. Town's economy based on pine plantations since 1950s, currently boosted by construction of Maguga Dam, 10 kilometres to the south. Nearby Barberton was founded on gold in 1885. Steynsdorp was named after Commandant Piet Steyn in 1886. It is visible from Ngwenya Mines.

Manzini Region
Manzini (formerly Bremersdorp) Founded in late I 880s by store-keeper Albert Bremer. Established as capital by Transvaal in 1895. With adjacent Matsapha industrial area, largest urban population in the Kingdom.

Shiselweni Region
Nhlangano (formerly Goedgegun) Name means "meeting". Britain's King George VI met Sobhuza II here in I 947, to thank him for the war effort.

Lubombo Region
Siteki (Stegi) Transvaal placed magistrate here in 1896. Administrative centre. Perhaps Swaziland's most pleasant climate.

National Anthem
Words (in SiSwati) thank God for country, King, and wisdom. Tune by musicologist and linguist Professor David Rycroft.

Flag (since 1967)
Black & white shield (standing for racial harmony) on background of blue (sky), yellow (gold/mineral wealth) and red (fertile soil). (The shield is that of the "Sotja" (soldier) regiment which served in World War II.)

Royal/Government Coat Of Arms
Lion (representing King) and Elephant (representing Queen Mother), supporting a Swazi shield. On top of the shield, King's "crown", made of feathers, worn during iNcwala. Below shield, national motto: "Siyincaba" - "We are the fortress".

Health
Six hospitals, plus several health centres with beds, and clinics. Mostly government, some mission and private.

Diet
staple crop maize (introduced 1830s, but only replaced sorghum [still used for beer] in 1890s)

Crime
has increased in last 10 years but not like S. Africa. Death of police on duty very rare. Public chases muggers & pickpockets. Death penalty exists in theory, last execution: 1981

Education
Primary - 7 years. Secondary - 5 years (British 0-level system).
I university (UNISWA) with three campuses - Kwaluseni (Matsapha), Luyengo (near Malkems) [agriculture] and Mbabane [health sciences].
3 teacher training colleges and various technical colleges.
Waterford - Kamhlaba school in Mbabane teaches I. B. (International Baccalaureate) to variety of nationalities. (Sobhuza II name it "Kamhlaba" - "place of the world")

Religion
Christianity widespread but no international church predominates.
1st Christian mission (Wesleyan) at Mahamba, 1844 - abandoned 1846, returned 1880.
Wesleyans followed by Anglicans, Lutherans, Catholics, Nazarenes, S. A. General Mission, etc.
Thousands of separate (independent) Zionist Christian Churches - including "white gown" sects and "red gown" sects.
Biggest religious holiday: Good Friday.

Protected Areas/Reserves
Swaziland National Trust Commission runs four reserves:
Mantenga (with Cultural Village), Malolotja (with Hawane Reserve and dam), Mlawula.
The Reilly family runs three reserves:
Mlilwane ("little fire"); Hlane ("wilderness") - lions; Mkhaya (type of tree) elephant, black & white rhino.
Other small reserves:
Phophonyane (near Pigg's Peak, with Phophonyane Falls),
Nisela (near Big Bend), with small Cultural Village, and lions.

Economic
agriculture: sugar citrus and pineapples, a little cotton.

biggest foreign earners:
sugar, currently about 500 million tons Coca Cola concentrate from Conco, Matsapha

most employees: agriculture & forestry (31%);

formal work-force: about 100,000 people

unions: were powerful - led nation-wide strikes in 1995, 1996, 1997, and were active in lobbying for political change, especially introduction of parties. Charismatic leader Jan Sithole.
Government Revenue
March 2000: 3.2 billion Emalangeni (Rands) (54% of this comes from SACU (Southern African Customs Union)
Financial
Li-langeni (plural Ema-Iangeni) is on a par with Rand. (one meaning of "Langeni" is "royal person")
Coins And Notes
Coins minted in South Africa, notes currently printed in Germany.
(All shops accept all South African notes, and South African coins from RI to R5. A few shops accept smaller South African coins.)

Swaziland notes:
All notes show Mswati Ill with three loune ("ligwalagwala") feathers in his hair.
E 200 reverse side: Swazi homestead
E 100 reverse side: huge stone landmark (Khambi's stone, near Pigg's Peak)
E 50 reverse side: Central Bank, Mbabane
E 20 reverse side: agricultural produce
E 10 reverse side: Luphohlo Power Station (between Sun Hotels and Mbabane)
(E I, E 2, and E 5 notes now out of circulation)

Swaziland coins:
reverse side (tails)
S cents: flower
10 cents: sugar cane
20 cents: elephant
50 cents: Royal crest / coat of arms / Government emblem
E 1: a. large old silver coins: Sobhuza II as a boy with mother (Lomawa Nxumalo)
b. small new bronze coins: current Queen Mother (Mswati III's mother Ntombi Tfwala)
E 2: flower (arum lily)
E 5: Royal crest/coat of arms/Government emblem
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All information gathered from website: http://www.sntc.org.sz/index.asp
