New Orleans, LA. UMVIM Trip – Eureka First UMC by Ken Blackshear
Date: Monday, January 19, 2009, 6:15 PM

Hello from New Orleans! 

  

We all arrived safely and on time and didn’t get too lost.  We are settled in People’s United Methodist Community Center with a team of three college men from Oberlin and another team of 4 men from West Virginia. 

  

On Sunday we went to church at St. Mark’s United Methodist and got to tour the Community Center where our 2006 team worked.  We toured the French Quarter and saw some of the building progress since last year.  We stopped by to see Miss Bea (the lady we worked with last year.)  The huge housing project that was across the street from her house has been demolished and she looks out on a green space – soon to be an elementary school. 

  

Today we were assigned to work with Miss Beverly.  Miss Beverly evacuated to Georgia before the hurricane and lived in Michigan and another place before returning to New Orleans in May of 2007 (1 ½  years!!).  She now lives in an apartment since they recalled her FEMA trailer.  Miss Beverly is retired – she worked for the school district in the office.  Upon her retirement she bought her house and lived in it for 1 ½  years before the hurricane.  The water lines are still evident on the outside of her house and she has many pictures of what she found when she was allowed to visit her house for the first time after the hurricane (September 2005).   There had been about five feet of water in her house and all of her belongs were strewn all over the house.  She told us that she had been to a church picnic on the weekend before the hurricane and they had all agreed that if an evacuation was ordered they would leave. 

  

We worked on painting ceilings and putting down laminate flooring today.  We got a lot done and we are tired. 

  

Thank you for your prayers for this ministry of Eureka First UMC. 

  

From the 2009 New Orleans Team 

Pastor David, Ken & Paula Blackshear, Kris Flanders, Marie Granshaw, Connie Wilson, Todd Flanders 

Date: Tuesday, January 20, 2009, 6:54 PM

	Greetings from New Orleans: 
  

What an awesome day we had today! We went back to Miss Beverlys and almost finished our floor. Whew! Only a few more rows to go, then we can start on the 

tile in the kitchen. We’re learning a lot. The work is not hard – the Lord has had 

His hand in everything we do – just tedious, but satisfying as we look back and see 

the fruits of our labors. 

            We also took time out to watch the inauguration of the 44th president of this 

great country of ours! I think there was not a dry eye in the room – we were struck 

by the magnitude of what this means to a great many people both here and abroad- 

as we listened to the prayers, the introductions, the speech, and realized this was 

truly happening! An historic day!! 

            We headed back to the center to have dinner, clean up, and relax a bit before 

bed (our bunk beds are interesting – haven’t slept on one since I was a kid ). Tomorrow 

we tackle the floor again – hopefully it’ll go faster – and we can go on to something else. 

Hope everyone is well! Wish you were here to experience this with us! 

  

                                                                                In His Service, Kris 

Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2009, 8:54 PM

Hi Eureka UMC family, 
  

Had a great day today in NO. We started the day off with Beignets (French donuts with a pound of powdered sugar.)  We finished the laminate flooring and laid the tile in the kitchen. Miss Beverly had lunch with us, (peanut butter and honey, tuna, and egg salad) and we got to hear more about her life and her plans now that she is back in NO. 

  

We went to Miss Bea’s house to check out her gutter problem and the hole in her house where the squirrels are getting in. They are driving her crazy and she is about to cry over it so we want to fix it for her. 

  

We went to St. Anna’s Church tonight for a high-church worship service which was called the Confession of St. Peter. It was full of smoke and bells and sitting and standing. Connie and I received a very sweet blessing at the altar that was very rich and moved me to tears. Then we went next door for dinner and jazz music by the Hurley Blanchard Band. They were incredibly good, very talented saxophone, guitar, keyboard and drums. They played a lot of fun old songs, like “oop oop a doop” , “Summertime” , “Blueberry Hill”, “Tracks of my Tears”. 

  

On return to the center we had devotions with the West Virginia folks and finished with another chocolate filled kings cake. (I don’t think any of us are losing weight.) We are really enjoying our time here in NO with all we met and all we do. 

  

Thanks for all your thoughts and prayers. 

  

  The New Orleans Mission Team (by Marie G.) 

  

 P.S. On the wall outside the church tonight we saw a list of all the people who have been murdered here in 2007 and 2008. There were over 500 people named with date and age of victim. We forget how blessed we are to live in such a low crime town. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thursday, January 22, 2009, 8:47 PM

Hey yawl, 
            Just an update on our New Orleans trip.  Today we finished our assignment.  We were assigned to do the floors, (laminate and tile) and theyʼre done and look great.  So we have taken on some other duties to help out our homeowner.  We have started putting in new windows that didnʼt get finished and we took out the whole house fan that she had in her ceiling.  She said it hadnʼt been working in a while and that she would appreciate it if we would remove it.  Lets see, oh yeah, we started the base boards, touch up paint, etc.  We keep plugin away at the house to help get our homeowner in her house as fast as she can.  Tonight after work we went out on the town for a little while.  We visited a restaurant called La Bayou.  We sampled a variety of dishes; all were New Orleans traditional recipes.  Dishes sampled were Jambalaya, Crawdad pasta, Mufletta sandwich, and deep fried shrimp.  After dinner we walked around the French Quarter window shopping and looking at the local architecture.  After a brisk walk in the cold night air we ended up in a place called The Gumbo Shop.  We all had a cup of hot tea and some warm bread pudding with whiskey sauce.  So Ken Blackshear and Pastor Dave had parked the cars at the other end of the French Quarter so after the bread pudding they hiked back to get the cars.  During the time they were gone, (about an hour), the ladies and myself walked down by the cathedral and looked at some of the local art work while we waited on our ride.  So it is about 10:30 now and it has been quite a long day.  So we all hold you in our prayers and hope all is well.  Good night from New Orleans.  

  

                                                                                                            Todd Flanders

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Friday, January 23, 2009, 8:26 PM

     Last year’s mission trip to New Orleans went so amazing well, I worried this year’s wouldn’t quite measure up.  Last year’s trip included a wonderful bond with the owner we worked for (Miss B), a great connection with the two other churches we roomed with, and a wonderful experience of community among the members of our team. 
  

     As we prepare to head home tomorrow (Saturday) we just shared in a short communion service here at the United Methodist Disaster Recovery Center – where we have spent our non-working hours this past week.  What we discovered was the same power of God’s Kingdom present with us this last week – neither more nor less than what we found in New Orleans among the members of our team last year. 

  

       During lunch today (at Miss B’s – who cooked us another eight course southern banquet) we received a call from Bud Tillinghast that Art Lewis was undergoing emergency surgery to repair an aneurysm.  2000 miles of separation was no barrier to prayer, and six hours later we received a second call from Bud reporting that prayers had been answered – with Art coming through the surgery well.  He added that Pat and Lisa Lewis didn’t wait alone – as a number of folks from the church came down to the waiting room. 

  

      As powerful as our time in New Orleans has been for the seven of us here – there is no faith opportunity here that isn’t present back in Eureka.  Perhaps the awe and wonder of mission trips is in their capacity to awaken us to see God’s Kingdom more clearly – whether in New Orleans, Mexico, or Eureka. 

  

    See you this Sunday. 

  

Pastor Dave 

  

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Date: Saturday, January 24, 2009, 11:52 PM

January 24, 2009 

38,000 feet above the USA 

The Mission to New Orleans 2009 is completed and we are on our way home. If all goes well we will be back in Eureka about 9:30 PM. Our trip has been a great experience for all of us. We spent the entire week working for one homeowner, Miss Beverly, a gracious and determined woman. 

Miss Beverly worked in the school lunch program at the district office for years. When she retired she was able to buy a home and then a year and a half later she was forced out of her home by Hurricane Katrina. Three and a half years later Miss Beverly can finally see the day is close when she will be able to move back into her home. In the meantime she has lived in various places in the US and has taken classes and training to be able to go back to work to deal with mounting financial pressures. 

Our assignment was to finish painting the interior of the house and lay new flooring. We painted the ceilings in two rooms and then tackled the laminate flooring which was laid throughout the small two bedroom home, except the bathroom and kitchen. We laid ceramic tile in the kitchen. The bath in on hold until the electrician comes back to make some changes. 

When we finished the floors we went to work on baseboards and replaced an old metal framed window with a plastic insulated one. The Louisiana Disaster staff were quite complimentary on our work and the progress we made. They expect to finish the home and have Miss Beverly in within a month or so. 

Our team members worked well together. Paula and Kris learned to grout a floor. Most of us learned how to lay flooring. Marie taught Connie how to paint and they  worked on the ceiling as well as patching holes and touching up baseboards. Pastor Dave and Todd fought a tough old window and won. 

When Miss Beverly came by the house on our last day and saw the finished floor and that most of the building materials were gone, she was getting excited about moving back in. She is full of ideas about how to finish up. It was such a wonderful experience to share in these moments with her. We all experienced a bit of Godʼs kingdom, what life will be like when love and working together and for each other is the way we live. There is no difference in race or religion or class in the Kingdom. Those things are too petty when we are busy doing Godʼs work. 

If you have considered participating on a mission team, more chances are coming up. Our Mission to Mexico will begin Easter weekend and I anticipate we will come back to Louisiana next year. Our churchʼs disaster organization in New Orleans thinks maybe another three years will complete our work there. A warning though, your life may be changed by the experience. 

  

Ken Blackshear




