Laton UMVIM Project                                                                     edited April 3, 2009
Location:  6381 East DeWoody St., Laton, CA   93242
Project Time Table:  Urgent need for volunteers in April and May, 2009 for painting.  Project open until all tasks listed are completed.

Project Manager: Jim Gregory, raised in Laton and member of Hanford UMC, is the local project manager who will instruct team leaders and oversee the progress of the project.  To schedule your team, contact Jim Gregory, local project manager 559-584-0327 evenings.  Jim’s email address is: jgregory5@earthlink.net.  You may speak to pastor Susan Foster, Hanford UMC, during church office hours of 9-12 weekdays, 559-584-4075.
Project Goals:

The highest priority project for volunteers includes:
1. Working with the local residents or with other UMC volunteers to prepare and paint the exterior surfaces of the church.  Volunteers are needed to scrape flaking exterior paint, replace split siding and repair window sills, paint on primer, caulk, paint on two coats of finish paint.  Jim Gregory is a local project manager who will instruct team leaders and oversee the progress of the project.  (See Jim’s and other’s contact information at the end of this project summary)

2. Volunteers can bring clean, gently used children’s clothing and help sort and fold them for the clothing exchange room inside the church that serves the local community.  

3. Volunteers who have been background checked can volunteer to work at Neighborhood Activity Center to provide children and youth programs.

Additional future construction projects for volunteers include these two projects which can be done to improve energy efficiency of the building:

4. There is no attic insulation.  The new furnace will cycle off and on as heat rises through the ceiling.  A proposed project would be for volunteers to install insulation between the ceiling joyces in the attic.

5. The 40-gallon natural gas hot water heater is used to provide hot water for the kitchen sink and two bathroom sinks.  A suggestion is to replace the hot water heater with an on-demand tank-less hot water heater.  An electrician would need to install an electrical outlet and a plumber would install the unit and remove the existing hot water heater.  

Tools Needed:  paint scrapers, electric belt sanders, caulking guns and paint brushes, two pairs of gloves/volunteer.  Also, a few hammers, screwdrivers, drills, saws and other miscellaneous equipment for repairing or replacing damages siding or window sills would be helpful.  The Fresno Mission Extension Society will provide the paint, N-95 facemasks, caulk and any scaffolding or lift equipment required. 
Emergency Medical Facilities:

A First Aid kit will be available at the project site.  Nearest medical facility is 12 miles away at Hanford Community Medical Center, 450 N. Greenfield Ave, Hanford, CA 93230.  (559-582-9000)

Cultural and Language Considerations:  65% of the community is Hispanic.  Discussions with Hispanic team members or invited guests about Hispanic culture and mannerisms, rural culture appropriate dress must be a part of your team orientation BEFORE arriving.  Having team members who speak Spanish teach non-Spanish speakers some basic greetings, polite and “work phrases” vocabulary is important for community and building relationships with community volunteers.
See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laton_California to learn about this community.  Also read about OTIS project’s initiatives that have spurred the Laton residents to give their community a face lift.  http://wikis.otis.edu/sjv/index.php/Welcome%21_Bienvenidos%21_Bem-vindo%21
Learn about the history of the Laton UMC by downloading historical documents back on UMVIM webpage about Laton UMC project.
Help the Environment and Travel by Amtrak!  Local Hanford UMC members will pickup and transport you to Laton UMC.  All housing, food, etc. are within walking distance of church.  
Housing and Accommodations:

Volunteers are encouraged to bring cots, ground pads and bedding for staying in the church building.  The Laton UMC sanctuary and fellowship hall provide ample space and separate sleeping areas for male and female volunteers.   
Two restrooms, without shower or baths, are available in the church.  The members of Hanford UMC,  (short drive) will provide showers in the evening.  
RV Camping is available 12 miles away at the Kings County Fairground—full hookups at $20/night.  http://www.kingsfair.com/rentals.php
The solid waste disposal company that has the contract for garbage pickup in Laton has offered to provide a dumpster for Laton UMC free of charge for the VIM project in Laton.

The owner of the Irwin Street Inn in Hanford, which is a bed and breakfast, has offered a special for the Laton VIM project.  The Irwin Street Inn is located across the alley from the Hanford UMC.  If guests for the Laton UMC VIM are in town for the VIM project, the room rates will be $50 per night, Sunday through Thursday.  Weekend nights may be available at the same rates, if there are rooms available.  The inn is fully booked on some weekends in May.  The Irwin Street Inn has breakfast, lunches, and dinners on the premise, however, meals would be at posted prices. The Inn has 28 rooms in four converted Victorian houses. Contact info on next page
The Irwin Street Inn

522 North Irwin Street

Hanford, CA 93230

559-583-8000

866-583-REST

Food and Restaurants in Laton: 

A full kitchen is available for volunteers to use.  An orientation of Kitchen Patrol Volunteers by Jim Gregory is required before using the gas range!

There is a mini-mart across the street from the church, and others nearby.

Coco Cabana is a Mexican restaurant between the church and the public library— http://cnconsole.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/Coco_Cabana_Menu_475GKG86.pdf      To view all food venues and locations, Google “Laton, CA food”
Local Landmarks and Events in Laton, CA.

Schedule your team early and enjoy the Laton Rodeo on April 4 & 5, 2009.  http://www.latonrodeo.com .
Enjoy live music by local area bands at the Laton Lions Hall every Friday night at 6:30pm.  Potluck and donations welcome. http://www.latonrodeo.com/id14.html
Check out California Historical Landmark 270 in Kings County, Kingston Park 1.1 miles SW of Laton.  http://www.noehill.com/kings/cal0270.asp 

Plan a day trip to Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks within driving distance from the project. http://www.nps.gov/archive/seki/mainvc.htm 
https://wikis.otis.edu/sjv/
 

https://wikis.otis.edu/sjv/index.php/United_Methodist_Church
 

OTIS has done a lot to improve the appearance of the two block downtown street of Laton.

 

http://www.visithanford.com/
 

A must see on the Hanford Visitors Agency website is the Huel Houser, California Gold movie, which was filmed in May 2008 in Hanford. Tours of Hanford can be arranged on antique fire trucks.

 

http://www.fumchanford.org/
 

Hanford First United Methodist Church webpage

 

http://www.shermanleeinstitute.org/index.html
 

The Japanese Art Institute is a couple miles south of Hanford.  

 

http://www.sequoiashuttle.com/en/info.php
 

Shuttle from Visalia to Sequoia National Park

