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►Families left behind:  Bolivia is the poorest country in South America, with families struggling even more in the present economic crisis. In their desperation to find ways to support their families, many migrate to Spain, Argentina and the United States for work. This migration seldom includes spouses and children.  Therefore the elderly and the children left behind are the ones who struggle the most.  
Lucas, Dorcas and Abel: Their mother went to Argentina months ago to look for work.  There she became ill and lost the ability to send money home.  At age 16 Lucas has dropped out of school to take care of Dorcas, nine and Abel, seven.  There are many more children in our Bolivian communities in very similar situations.  I am very concerned about the physical well-being of these children, for their schooling and health and, even more, their emotional and spiritual development.  May the God who we all love break through the hurt, confusion and suffering that these children experience and manifest this Love in each of their daily lives.

►More tutors needed: The library is overflowing with children who want to learn and who have found a safe refuge at the center.  Mari and Roxana are able to stay longer each afternoon to make sure everyone is able to finish their homework but both Lili and Edwin need someone in their rooms to help.  Pray with us that we will be able to find two more young people who have hearts for God and for children. 

►Seminary opportunity for Quechua speakers:  I ask for a special prayer for two of the tutors from the Tiu Rancho center and three other young people from the valley and lowland regions of Bolivia. These young people have felt God touch their lives. Theirs is a high calling since there are so few Quechua speaking pastors in the Methodist church in Bolivia. Currently there is an opportunity to study in Brazil yet there seem to be unending obstacles.  I know these young people are discouraged and frustrated.   Please pray that God will encourage each one of them in very special ways and give them courage and strength to begin this journey.     
Tiu Rancho News
The young tutors from the Payacollo community are walking examples of what God tells us in Matthew 22: 37-39, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and, all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  A second is equally important: Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Every year we have worked together, I have seen them become more aware of others in their community and how to reach out to them.
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at the Tiu Rancho Center, have recently started to volunteer two mornings a week teaching at the Payacollo school. Miriam will be teaching language and Edwin mathematics.  Both these tutors grew up learning at this  school.

Another way these tutors are reaching out to others in their community is through home visits. We have done many of these visits, mostly to the elderly in the community, but this week we visited Lucas, Dorcas and Abel.  On each of these visits the tutors encourage, offer support and assistance, and bring staple foods.  We sing and pray together, always thanking God for God’s mercy and blessings in each of our lives. Usually after each visit, the family asks the next time we will return.  
Family News
Jenny was here!  Hannah and I were so happy that Jenny was able to take a 12 day vacation with us. She is living in Berkeley and working for Operation Access in San Francisco, connecting low income, uninsured families with medical volunteers in their communities. Hannah was also on vacation the week before Easter, so we traveled to a little town in the mountains for a couple of days. Hannah is close to celebrating the end of her junior year. She finishes school the first week of June and will spend the summer with Jenny and Sam.  Samuel  lives in Minneapolis.  I am so happy that winter has passed since I used up so many nerve cells worrying about him biking to the hospitals and clinics where he translates.       

Web Page:  We invite you to visit our web page where we keep you more up-to-date on what is happening at the Tiu Rancho center. There are articles about the National Sunday School workshop, Christmas and the latest Discipleship course.  There are also many pictures, maybe you’re in some of them.  

Dear Friends,


I would like to dedicate this newsletter to the families and the young tutors from the Tiu Rancho community and the surrounding communities.  I believe that the most important thing that I can ask of you is to pray for these families. It’s God’s love and grace that can make all the difference in our lives.





						





Two weeks ago we all came together with Moms from the community to ‘mend’ the Payacollo school which included cleaning, replacing broken windows, painting chalkboards and cutting the grass.  There are eight tiny classrooms where approximately 160 students from kindergarten to eighth grade attend.  We are so thankful for the lives of the children in these communities. 





Miriam Zubieta and Edwin Guzman, tutors








