From March 14th to 20th, twenty-six volunteer members of the 2009 New Orleans Recovery Mission Team returned to continue the work of rebuilding homes for those in need following Hurricane Katrina.  Fifteen members of last year’s team were joined by eleven newcomers. Supported by Team Leader Richard Drath, this year’s crew was assigned four homes, one more than last year, including a structure built in 1895 which had been gutted to the studs.  In spite of 12 foot ceilings, team members were able to insulate and sheet rock nearly half the house during our week of work. 
In addition to lots of hard work, this year’s team also enjoyed a tour of a New Orleans Plantation, a special St. Patrick’s Day dinner, and a free buffet dinner courtesy of Boomtown Casino, arranged for by team member Dana Moreland. Unfortunately, Dana was not able to fly due to a last-minute ear infection, and was greatly missed by the team.  As they did last year, the team attended St. Mark’s Methodist Church for service on Sunday and sponsored a Fellowship Lunch for the homeless, visited St. Anna’s Episcopal Church for dinner and live jazz music on Wednesday evening and capped their week with a Celebration Dinner at Ralph and Kacoo’s Restaurant.

Some special treats for this year’s team included two of last year’s three families joining us for dinner to share their recovery stories, being joined by last year’s Mathew 28 Project “Angels” Wendy and Missy, and having two hard working guys from Indiana who we met last year, Tim and Brian, join our effort this year. 

On Sunday, May 10th the team will host a special Celebration Sunday at both first and second services. We will be celebrating this year’s mission team effort and Mother’s Day with special music, meditations and visuals. Following the 10:00 a.m. service, a New Orleans-style light lunch will be served in Fellowship Hall with a chance to visit with this year’s team members.

